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Enhancing Tourism Through Local Identity and Innovation

in the Saladin Community, Nakhon Pathom Province, Thailand
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Abstract

This Yesearch aims to study the local identity of the Saladin community, Nakhon Pathom Province,
and deVelop tourism activities that integrate local identity and innovation. Qualitative research methods
were employed, including in-depth interviews with eight key informants, focus group discussions, and non-
participant observation. Quantitative research was also conducted using questionnaires administered to
100 tourists. Data was analyzed using content analysis and descriptive statistics. The results showed that
the prominent identities of the Saladin community include lotus culture, basket weaving, riverside
agriculture, traditional herbal knowledge, local desserts, and the preservation of ancient temples. The
lotus culture was the most perceived identity by tourists (79%). Suitable tourism activities included: 1) a

basket weaving workshop incorporating AR technology; 2) a participatory riverside tourism route using QR
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codes; 3) a lotus stem cracker making activity with modern packaging; and 4) a community innovation

learning center with a 3D model. A chi-square test revealed statistically significant differences in perceived

identity among age groups (p < 0.05), with the 20-35 year old age group showing the highest interest in

the lotus culture (89%). This research indicates that integrating local identity with innovation can create

added value for tourism while maintaining a balanced local context.

Keywords: Community-based tourism, local identity, tourism innovation, Saladin community
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